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RPN Council Updates – August 2021 

A Message from Neeta Nagra, RPN Council President 

Hello and Happy Summer to all NNPBC RPN members,  

I’d like to take this opportunity to welcome and introduce our new RPN Council 
members! We have several new members joining our Council, each of whom will be 
representing a unique and important role within RPN practice and leadership:  

Andrea Acosta – Leadership and Administration Councillor  

Maja Kolar – Research Councillor  

Munish Kumar – Policy Councillor  

Mwaka Sibongo – Clinical Practice Councillor  

Lee Stuardo – Education Councillor  

We are lucky to have each of you joining our Council, and I look forward to seeing all of the amazing work that will 
come out of the NNPBC RPN Council this year. If you have any questions or comments for the RPN Council, I 
encourage you to contact us at info@nnpbc.com. Alternatively, you can submit an Issues Report Form through our 
website. Any issues brought forth will be discussed at one of our regularly scheduled council meetings.  

As well, on July 15th, the BC Ministries of Health and Mental Health and Addictions released the new Prescribed 
Safer Supply Policy, which is a first for Canada. This is a huge step forward in the name of harm reduction and 
advocacy for persons who use substances. NNPBC is honoured to have been involved in the consultation process 
during the development of this policy. If you haven’t yet had the chance, I encourage you to read the news release 
which includes comments provided from Michael Sandler, NNPBC Executive Director.  

You will also find newly added and updated resources on our COVID-19 resources page on subjects including 
vaccinations for health care providers, vaccination for at-risk and vulnerable populations, and the role that nurses 
play in tackling vaccine hesitancy.  

And finally, I am pleased to report that the NNPBC New Graduate Workshop held on July 19th was a great success. 
The workshop was fully booked, and Kim Withers, Director of Membership Services has published information 
about the next one which will be held in October. NNPBC offers a wide variety of educational workshops and 
programs. I encourage you to take a look at the listing of opportunities on our Education and Professional 
Development page.  

If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact us.  

On behalf of the RPN Council, wishing you a safe summer!  

Neeta Nagra, EdD, MMHN, BSPN, RPN 

Educational Programs 

NNPBC offers a host of educational webinars and workshops. Here is a look at what’s coming up. If you are 
interested in joining any of these programs, register soon! Space is limited and seats book up quickly.  

• September 10 – Clinical Corner: Erectile Dysfunction Assessment, DX and Management 

• September 20 – Nursing Leadership Program: Learning How to Lead in Nursing 

• September 24 – Clinical Corner: Chest X-Ray Refresher 

• October 18 – New Graduate Workshop: Managing Your Role in Practice 

• Coming Soon – Truth Before Reconciliation Webinar Series – Please keep an eye on our website as dates 

are released.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV2fxsTE2VvUaTbmN9MN2wA
https://www.nnpbc.com/blog/
https://www.facebook.com/NNPBC
https://www.instagram.com/nnp_bc/
https://twitter.com/NNP_BC
https://www.flickr.com/photos/157646358@N03/albums
mailto:info@nnpbc.com
https://www.nnpbc.com/policy-and-advocacy/nnpbc-nursing-issues-report-form/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/overdose-awareness/prescribed_safer_supply_in_bc.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/overdose-awareness/prescribed_safer_supply_in_bc.pdf
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2021MMHA0035-001375
https://www.nnpbc.com/policy-and-advocacy/covid-resources/
https://www.nnpbc.com/education/new-grad-workshop/
https://www.nnpbc.com/education/new-grad-workshop/
https://www.nnpbc.com/education/new-grad-workshop/
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Hj0jX4gDR4G47p2iHKCwaA
https://www.nnpbc.com/education/nursing-leadership-programs/
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0mnQp4iJSkWQW6-OfExEMA
https://www.nnpbc.com/education/new-grad-workshop/
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/education/webinars/NNPBC-TRC-Webinar-Series.pdf
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For a full listing of our educational resources including courses, seminars and conferences, please see our 

Education and Professional Development page. If you have any questions about any of these offerings, please 

contact us at info@nnpbc.com.  

COVID-19 Resources  

NNPBC recognizes the value in providing, up-to-date information on the COVID-19 pandemic to ensure nurses have 
access to evidence-based resources. Check out our COVID-19 Resources page for more information. 

Recent postings:  

• Infographic: Tackling Vaccine Hesitancy: What can nurses do? 

• NNPBC Blog: Tackling Vaccine Hesitancy, A Nursing Approach 

• COVID-19 Fourth Wave 

• COVID-19 Boosters 

• Vaccine Passports 

• COVID-19 Vaccinations for Health Care Providers 

• COVID-19 Breakthrough Infections 

• COVID-19 and Border Reopening 

• COVID-19: At-Risk and Vulnerable Populations 

• Nursing Attrition During COVID-19 

Overdose Crisis Resources  

In response to BC’s overdose crisis, NNPBC has focused on working with government, partners and colleagues on 
key issues such as safe supply, housing, mental health services, harm reduction and decriminalization. Please check 
our Overdose Crisis Resources page regularly for updates. 

Some key resources on the page include:  

• Learning Resources for Nurses Interested in Mental Health & Substance Use 

• De-Stigmatizing Language 

• BC Request for Federal Exemption to Decriminalize Personal Possession 

Position Statements, Policy Discussion & Government Engagement  

NNPBC is the link between nurses, policymakers and government. We provide opportunities for nurses to engage in 
policy development and advocacy around issues that impact the nursing profession and the health and well-being 
of British Columbians. 

Here’s what we’ve worked on recently: 

• Submission to the Special Committee on Reforming the Police Act 

• NNPBC Position Statement: Involuntary and Coercive Psychiatric Treatment: A Nursing Response to British 
Columbia’s Mental Health Act 

• Submission to Ministry of Health in Support of Nurse Anesthetists 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV2fxsTE2VvUaTbmN9MN2wA
https://www.nnpbc.com/blog/
https://www.facebook.com/NNPBC
https://www.instagram.com/nnp_bc/
https://twitter.com/NNP_BC
https://www.flickr.com/photos/157646358@N03/albums
https://www.nnpbc.com/education/new-grad-workshop/
mailto:info@nnpbc.com
https://www.nnpbc.com/policy-and-advocacy/covid-resources/
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/covid/Tackling-Vaccine-Hesitancy.pdf
https://www.nnpbc.com/tackling-vaccine-hesitancy-a-nursing-approach/
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/covid/IB-COVID-19-Fourth-Wave.pdf
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/covid/IB-COVID-19-Boosters.pdf
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/covid/IB-Vaccine-Passport.pdf
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/covid/IB-Mandatory-COVID-Vaccinations-for-HCPs.pdf
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/covid/IB-COVID-19-Breakthrough-Infections.pdf
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/covid/IB-COVID-Border-Reopening.pdf
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/covid/IB-COVID-19-&-At-Risk-Vulnerable-Populations.pdf
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/covid/IB-Nursing-Attrition-During-COVID-19.pdf
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/covid/IB-Nursing-Attrition-During-COVID-19.pdf
https://www.nnpbc.com/policy-and-advocacy/overdose-crisis-resources/
https://www.nnpbc.com/education/education-resources-for-nurses-interested-in-mental-health-substance-use/
https://nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/opioid/IB-De-Stigmatizing-Language.pdf
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/opioid/BC-Req-Fed-Exemption-to-Decrim-Possession.pdf
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/government-engagement/NNPBC-Submission-Special-Committee-Reforming-Police-Act.pdf
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/position-statements/PS-Involuntary-&-Coercive-Psychiatric-Treatment.pdf
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/position-statements/PS-Involuntary-&-Coercive-Psychiatric-Treatment.pdf
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/government-engagement/NNPBC-Nurse-Anesthetists.pdf
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Read more policy discussion items. 

Read more about our government engagement. 

BC First Nations, Métis & Inuit Cultural Safety & Humility – Public Review 

The public review of HSO’s British Columbia (B.C.) First Nations, Métis and Inuit Cultural Safety and 
Humility standard will take place between June 23 to August 23, 2021. Any member of the public who wishes to 
submit feedback may do so. NNPBC will continue our work on joint committees and in collaboration with the 
Ministry of Health and First Nations Health Authority in this key priority area. Learn more about how to submit your 
comments.  

Nursing Awards of Excellence 

There is only one month left to submit nominations for the 2021 Nursing Awards of Excellence. Categories (listed 
below) are open to all nursing designations:   

• Lifetime Achievement 

• Excellence in Nursing Administration 

• Excellence in Advancing Nursing Knowledge & Research  

• Excellence in Nursing Advocacy  

• Excellence in Nursing Education  

• Excellence in Nursing Leadership  

• Excellence in Practice  

• Innovation in Nursing  

• Rising Star in Practice  

To learn more about how to submit a nomination, please see our Nominate a Colleague page. If you have any 
questions, please contact awards@nnpbc.com.  

Recent Members Survey  

Thank you to everyone who participated in our spring 2021 survey. The NNPBC staff team and RPN Council have 
analyzed the results and are working through an action plan in order to prioritize and speak to your needs as best 
as we can. Stay tuned as we move forward with this important work into the fall. 

Perks Monthly Showcase 

Have you checked out the perks? They’re pretty amazing and are available to all NNPBC members. To learn more 

about the perks, visit our Perks for Members page.  

This month we are featuring:  

• Plantiga Labs: AI-Powered Health Monitoring 

• Plantiga is a clinical-grade sensor insole and analytics platform, providing health data for individuals and their 
health care practitioners.  

• Learn more about movement testing and how Plantiga aims to support wellness, rehabilitation, and 
performance.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV2fxsTE2VvUaTbmN9MN2wA
https://www.nnpbc.com/blog/
https://www.facebook.com/NNPBC
https://www.instagram.com/nnp_bc/
https://twitter.com/NNP_BC
https://www.flickr.com/photos/157646358@N03/albums
https://www.nnpbc.com/policy-and-advocacy/position-statements-and-policy-discussion/
https://www.nnpbc.com/policy-and-advocacy/government-engagement/
https://healthstandards.org/files/40-Standard-PRDraft-CSH-23June2021.pdf
https://healthstandards.org/files/40-Standard-PRDraft-CSH-23June2021.pdf
https://healthstandards.org/public-reviews/cultural-safety-humility-bc/
https://healthstandards.org/public-reviews/cultural-safety-humility-bc/
https://www.nnpbc.com/programs-and-services/awards-and-recognition/nursing-awards-of-excellence/nominate-a-colleague/
https://www.nnpbc.com/programs-and-services/awards-and-recognition/nursing-awards-of-excellence/nominate-a-colleague/
mailto:awards@nnpbc.com
https://www.nnpbc.com/programs-and-services/perks-for-members/perks-plantiga/
https://www.nnpbc.com/programs-and-services/perks-for-members/perks-plantiga/
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2021/2022 RPN Council  

Neeta Nagra – Council President, Vancouver Councillor, NNPBC Board Director  

Tess Kroeker – Councillor at Large, NNPBC Board Director 

Andrea Acosta – Leadership and Administration Councillor  

Gurpreet Bains – Island Councillor  

Maja Kolar – Research Councillor  

Munish Kumar – Policy Councillor  

Melody Little – Fraser Councillor  

Heather Owens – Interior Councillor  

Mwaka Sibongo – Clinical Practice Councillor  

Lee Stuardo – Education Councillor  

Read more about our Council on the RPN Portal.  

Contact Us 

If you have questions or comments, please contact us at info@nnpbc.com. If you need help logging into the 

website, please contact webmaster@nnpbc.com. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV2fxsTE2VvUaTbmN9MN2wA
https://www.nnpbc.com/blog/
https://www.facebook.com/NNPBC
https://www.instagram.com/nnp_bc/
https://twitter.com/NNP_BC
https://www.flickr.com/photos/157646358@N03/albums
https://www.nnpbc.com/rpn-portal/rpn-council/
mailto:info@nnpbc.com
mailto:webmaster@nnpbc.com

