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RN Council Updates – June 2021 

A Message from Sherri Kensall, RN Council President & NNPBC Board Chair 

Hello to all NNPBC RN members, 

The NNPBC RN Council would like to take this opportunity to address our RN members 

directly by way of this short newsletter. Going forward, we will use these newsletters to 
highlight some areas of interest specifically to RNs. 

RNs are the largest designation of nurses in the province and were the first of the 

recognized nursing designations. We work across the province in all domains of practice 

including administration, clinical care, education, policy, and research. Our scientific 
knowledge, technical skills and clinical expertise allow us to meet the complex and 

evolving health needs of patients, clients, residents, and communities. As a highly trusted 
resource we are able to showcase the varied body of our work by contributing to 

research, policy, and educational delivery while also providing advanced health care knowledge that has a foundation in 
innovation and ingenuity.  

Each of us on the RN Council are deeply proud of our profession and ensure that we bring issues that impact RNs to 
our monthly council meetings and our council representatives, while also bringing pertinent issues to the NNPBC Board 
of Directors.  

Please do not hesitate to send us comments and questions. We will look forward to hearing from you. 
  

Sherri Kensall, RN, MSN, C Neph (C), CDE, GNC (C) 

 

To learn more about NNPBC’s RN Council, see our About the RN Council page on the RN Portal. If you would like to 
identify an emerging or critical issue that you believe the RN Council and broader nursing community should be aware 
of, please fill out our Issues Report Form.  

NNPBC Annual General Meeting 

NNPBC’s 2021 AGM will take place virtually on June 28th, 2021, from 9:30-11:00 am. All NNPBC members are 

welcome to attend the AGM and to vote in elections. If you would like to attend, please be sure to register before 
5:00 pm on June 18th.  

If you have any questions about this year’s AGM, please feel free to contact us at info@nnpbc.com.  

Join the Canadian Nurses Association (CNA) 

CNA is the national professional voice for nurses in Canada. Through CNA, Canadian nurses are linked to the 
International Council of Nurses (ICN), combining our national nursing voice with that of nurses around the world. 

The goals of CNA are:  

• To promote and enhance the role of nurses, 

• To shape and advocate for healthy public policy, 

• To advance nursing leadership, and  

• To broadly engage nurses in advancing nursing and health. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV2fxsTE2VvUaTbmN9MN2wA
https://www.nnpbc.com/blog/
https://www.facebook.com/NNPBC
https://www.instagram.com/nnp_bc/
https://twitter.com/NNP_BC
https://www.flickr.com/photos/157646358@N03/albums
https://nnpbc.com/rn-portal/rn-our-history/
https://nnpbc.com/policy-and-advocacy/nnpbc-nursing-issues-report-form/#formModal
https://www.nnpbc.com/events/2021-agm-general-info/2021-agm-registration/
mailto:info@nnpbc.com
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RN Council Updates – June 2021 

Until 2019, CNA membership was included in your RN registration fee in BC. Now it is a separate, voluntary 
membership, which the NNPBC RN Council strongly endorses. Read why these nurse leaders choose to join CNA:  

“We, as nurses, definitely have much to say about our profession and the impact nurses make to local 
and world health. Join the professional voice of Nursing in Canada and across the globe. Join us in 
renewing our membership with the Canadian Nurses Association (CNA)! This used to happen 
automatically, however this year we renew membership or become a member directly with CNA.” 

    - Candy Garossino, Director Professional Practice & Nursing, PHC  
and Aggie Black, Director Research & Knowledge Translation, PHC 

 

“Throughout my career I have taken pride in being part of our national professional association, the 
Canadian Nurses Association (CNA). I value and benefit from a powerful national perspective on nursing 
issues, public policy, and health equity. There is great value in bringing together nursing’s voice from all 
provinces and territories to influence federal policy and to form alliances with other national organizations. 
CNA continues to provide meaningful national leadership in guiding the profession and supporting our 
collective advocacy. Through membership in CNA, we are part of the International Council of Nurses, a 
vibrant community of nurses creating opportunities for knowledge exchange and vital solidarity on global 
health issues.” 

      - Nora Whyte, RN 

CNA’s Annual General Meeting will take place this year on June 17th where the association will be proposing and voting 
on a new membership model. Stay tuned!  

To join CNA and to learn more about Canada’s national professional association, click here. 

RN Council Activities 

This past year has been a busy one for the RN Council as it has been for all nurses! To learn more about RN Council 
activities, see our COVID-19 Resources, Overdose Crisis Resources, Government Engagement, and Position Statements 
& Policy Discussion pages on the website. As well, read some of our more recent posts:  

• COVID-19 Vaccination for Pregnant and Breastfeeding Individuals  

• Public Health Nursing & COVID-19 Vaccine Delivery 

• COVID-19 Long Haulers  

• The Need for a National Chief Nursing Officer – Submitted to Federal Minister of Health Patty Hajdu 

• Bill C-22 - to amend the Criminal Code and the Controlled Substances Act around mandatory minimum sentences.  

• Involuntary and Coercive Psychiatric Treatment: A Nursing Response to BC’s Mental Health Act 

• Reporting Racism in Health Care 

• Addressing Relationship Violence from a Nursing Perspective  

We also monitor and assess new and emerging issues and topics. Here is a list of other items on our radar: 

• Legislative Changes to Medical Assistance in Dying (MAiD) 

• COVID-19 Vaccination in BC 

• Seniors Care 

• Rural and Remote Care 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV2fxsTE2VvUaTbmN9MN2wA
https://www.nnpbc.com/blog/
https://www.facebook.com/NNPBC
https://www.instagram.com/nnp_bc/
https://twitter.com/NNP_BC
https://www.flickr.com/photos/157646358@N03/albums
https://www.cna-aiic.ca/en/about-us/meeting-of-members
https://www.cna-aiic.ca/-/media/cna/page-content/pdf-en/2021-original-bylaws-with-markup-of-changes_e.pdf?la=en&hash=A9E68CCB52E09A2CDEA5F88954D4519F6A768CFA
https://www.cna-aiic.ca/en/membership#whyjoin
https://nnpbc.com/policy-and-advocacy/covid-resources/
https://nnpbc.com/policy-and-advocacy/overdose-crisis-resources/
https://nnpbc.com/policy-and-advocacy/government-engagement/
https://nnpbc.com/policy-and-advocacy/position-statements-and-policy-discussion/
https://nnpbc.com/policy-and-advocacy/position-statements-and-policy-discussion/
https://nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/covid/IB-COVID-Vaccine-Pregnant-Breastfeeding.pdf
https://nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/covid/IB-PHN-&-COVID19-Vaccine-Delivery.pdf
https://nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/covid/IB-COVID-Long-Haulers.pdf
https://nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/government-engagement/NNPBC-The-Need-for-a-National-CNO.pdf
https://nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/opioid/IB-Bill-C22.pdf
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/position-statements/PS-Involuntary-&-Coercive-Psychiatric-Treatment.pdf
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/misc/Reporting-Racism-in-Health-Care.pdf
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/issues/IS-Relationship-Violence.pdf
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RN Council Updates – June 2021 

Nursing Blog  

The NNPBC Nursing Blog is an RN Council-led initiative highlighting a number of perspectives up for discussion on 
topics of interest to nursing. Catch up on the latest blog posts by these nursing leaders:  

• Tackling Vaccine Hesitancy: A Nursing Approach by Lori Campbell, NNPBC Board Vice-Chair & RN Council Vice-

President, Sherri Kensall, NNPBC Board Chair & RN Council President, Sally Thorne, RN Councillor at Large, and 
Angela Wignall, RN Island Councillor  

• International Council of Nurses’ Global Nursing Leadership Institute (GNLI) Part (1 of 2) by Angela Wignall, RN, 
BSN, BA, MA & RN Island Councillor 

• Nursing Bodies: Learning from Global Examples (Part 2 of 2) by Angela Wignall, RN, BSN, BA, MA & RN Island 
Councillor  

• Nursing the Whole Person: Reconciling the Mind-Body Split in Times of Collective Crisis by Michelle Danda, MN, 
MPN, RN, CPMHN(C) 

• “It’s Okay to Feel This”: Meditation and Mindfulness in Uncertain Times by Elisabeth Bailey, RN, DNP 

• I’m Bargaining for Courage: A Director of Care’s Thoughts on Leadership in Hospice by Jane Slemon, RN, MA 

• Shining a Light on Nursing During COVID-19 by Scott Ramsay, RN, BSN 

If you have any idea for an upcoming blog or would like to contribute something you’ve worked on, contact us at 
info@nnpbc.com. To read more posts, visit the NNPBC Nursing Blog page on our website.  
 

Other Resources 

Check out these other interviews, recordings, and resources of interest to RNs: 

• Nurses Share Challenges of COVID-19 During National Nursing Week featuring Sherri Kensall, NNPBC Board Chair 
and RN Council President 

• Nursing Week Webinar with Mike Villeneuve, CNA CEO hosted by the Nursing Policy Secretariat, Xi-Eta at Large 
Chapter and NNPBC.  

 

;’/////////\.lwwwwwq\lk,……………’;

 

 

Role of the RN in Primary Care What does my professional 
association do? 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV2fxsTE2VvUaTbmN9MN2wA
https://www.nnpbc.com/blog/
https://www.facebook.com/NNPBC
https://www.instagram.com/nnp_bc/
https://twitter.com/NNP_BC
https://www.flickr.com/photos/157646358@N03/albums
https://nnpbc.com/tackling-vaccine-hesitancy-a-nursing-approach/
https://nnpbc.com/international-council-of-nurses-global-nursing-leadership-institute-gnli/
https://nnpbc.com/nursing-bodies-learning-from-global-examples/
https://nnpbc.com/nursing-the-whole-person-reconciling-the-mind-body-split-in-times-of-collective-crisis/
https://nnpbc.com/its-okay-to-feel-this-meditation-and-mindfulness-in-uncertain-times/
https://nnpbc.com/im-bargaining-for-courage-a-director-of-cares-thoughts-on-leadership-in-hospice/
https://nnpbc.com/shining-a-light-on-nursing-during-covid-19/
mailto:info@nnpbc.com
https://nnpbc.com/blog/
https://www.citynews1130.com/video/2021/05/12/nurses-share-challenges-of-covid-19-pandemic-during-national-nursing-week/
https://nnpbc.com/events/nursing-week-2021/#nnwMV
https://nnpbc.com/pdfs/materials/NNPBC-Info-Sheet-RN.pdf
https://nnpbc.com/pdfs/materials/NNPBC-What-does-my-Association-do.pdf
https://nnpbc.com/pdfs/materials/NNPBC-What-does-my-Association-do.pdf
https://nnpbc.com/pdfs/materials/NNPBC-Info-Sheet-RN.pdf
https://nnpbc.com/pdfs/materials/NNPBC-What-does-my-Association-do.pdf


 

 

 

4 

RN Council Updates  -  June 2021 

Stay Connected to Your 2020/2021 RN Council  

NNPBC’s RN Council is the voice of RNs in the province. If you would like to reach out to an RN Council member about a 
topic relevant to their area of work, find their contact details on the RN Council Contact page.  

2021/2022 Council Elections are underway! Keep an eye on the RN Portal for updates on new Council members. Please 

note that elections results will be announced at the AGM on June 28th.    
 

 2020/2021 Current RN Councillors:  

  Sherri Kensall – President  

  Lori Campbell – Vice-President  

  Agnes Black – Councillor at Large  

  Marcia Carr – Councillor at Large  

  Jessica Kwaxwalaogwa Key – Indigenous Councillor  

  Ken McDonald – CNS Councillor  

  Lynn Musto – Education Councillor  

  Barbara Pesut – Interior Councillor  

  Robin Richards – Councillor at Large  

  Sally Thorne – Councillor at Large  

  Rylee Webster – Northern Councillor  

  Angela Wignall – Island Councillor  

 

Contact Us 

If you have questions or comments, please contact us at info@nnpbc.com. If you need help logging into the website, 
please contact webmaster@nnpbc.com. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV2fxsTE2VvUaTbmN9MN2wA
https://www.nnpbc.com/blog/
https://www.facebook.com/NNPBC
https://www.instagram.com/nnp_bc/
https://twitter.com/NNP_BC
https://www.flickr.com/photos/157646358@N03/albums
https://nnpbc.com/rn-portal/your-rn-councillors/
mailto:info@nnpbc.com
mailto:webmaster@nnpbc.com

